Use of larval therapy to treat a diabetic patient's pressure ulcer.
This case study reflects on the care of a diabetic patient with an extensive pressure ulcer on the heel. It addresses the issue of the limitations of scope of practice and expertise of the tissue viability nurse with regard to effective treatment of the diabetic foot. Methods of autolytic, sharp and surgical debridement are all attempted with varying degrees of success, together with one application of larval therapy. The importance of collaboration with members of the multidisciplinary team is addressed. Unfortunately, the final patient outcome is not yet known but this has provided a valuable reflective learning experience for myself as a tissue viability nurse.